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BERGEN COMMUNITY COLLEGE
Meadowlands Campus

DIVISION OF BUSINESS, MATH AND SOCIAL SCIENCES

COURSE SYLLABUS

Spring 2009
February 23 – May 8, 2009

COURSE NAME/NUMBER:
American Government
POL101





Tuesday and Thursday 6 PM (Sharp) – 8 PM

INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION:





Dr. Ronald Milon






Director of the Meadowlands Campus






Email: rmilon@bergen.edu
Web site: www.ronmilon.com
Dr Ron Milon is the Director of the Meadowlands campus of Bergen Community College in New Jersey. Prior to his assignment at BCC Dr. Milon was the Dean of the Business and Technology at DeVry College of New York.  He received his B.S. degree in History and Political Science from SUNY College at Brockport (1987), his first M.A. degree in History from the University of Buffalo (1989), his second M.A. degree in Political Science from the New School University (1995) and his third masters (MAIA) in International Affairs from the New School University (1995). From 1989 – 1992 Mr. Milon was a Ralph Bunche Fellow on the United Nations.  Dr. Milon received his Ph.D. in Adult Education and post secondary education from Capella University in 2006.  

PREREQUISITE

:
None

COURSE CREDITS/HOURS:
3 lectures, 3 credits

COURSE DESCRIPTION
:
American Government is the study of the American national political system: the uses, options, patterns and limitations of public power.  The course examines the theoretical roots of government, the American adaptation of the Western political tradition, the Constitution, decision making structures, the role of the people in government, political parties and civil rights.  Current problems are analyzed and discussed. The central approach throughout the course  will be the assessment of the structure of political power in America and how  effective it is in  responding to the needs of Americans.

TEXT BOOK: 
Lowi, Ginsberg, and Shepsle, American government (10th edition). New

York: W.W. Norton & Company, Inc. ISBN#  978-0-393-11384-6

The textbook is accompanied by a  WONDERFUL website (study guide).  The link for this website is: http://www.wwnorton.com/college/polisci/lowi/lowi10/.  This supplemental site:

1. Provides a set of online tools to help you prepare to study your textbook. 

2. Increases your understanding of the history of American government, its structure and functions, and its role in Americans’ lives through review materials and diagnostic quizzes. 

3. Provides opportunities for critical analysis via the Analyzing the Evidence and Principles of Politics Exercises. 

4. Introduces you to contemporary research and key scholarship in the field with the Norton American Politics Online Reader. 

5. Links directly to the online ebook. 

In addition to the assigned readings you are required to keep up with current events in national government.  Students should order The New York Times or another national newspaper. The Times is on the web for free, all you have to do is sign up for it. 

Students should watch the national nightly news, C-Span, or CNN in order to order to get a handle on current national issues.  Students should also, if possible, watch some news programming such as 60 Minutes (Sunday CBS at 7pm), The McLaughlin Group (Sunday NBC 11:00am), This Week (Sunday ABC at 11:30am), Real Time with Bill Maher (HBO) or any other national news program.  These programs are not required, but they will help in providing current views on issues of national importance.

COURSE OBJECTIVES/STUDENT OUTCOMES:

Students should be able to:

1. 
Identify the basic structures and procedures of U.S. national government including its relationships with other levels;

2. 
Distinguish between the primary functions of the branches of national government and the various levels;

3. 
Identify the various methods of influencing government and critically review and evaluate them;

4. 
Relate historical and contemporary factors to the political system;

5. 
Critically review these contemporary factors and synthesize the major patterns in writing.

The Philosophy of the Instructor:

[General Philosophy]   See me to discuss what action we can take if you are having problems.  I am here to help you, so please see me before little problems become BIG ones.  [Specific Regulations]

1)  Again, you are expected to have the assigned readings completed on the date the topic will be discussed.

2)  I am  VERY STRICT about make up exams.  You must have a legitimate excuse (such as Medical).

3)  Absences:  Students are expected to attend all class meetings.  Each student is responsible for all the materials covered and announcements made he is present or not.  Class attendance will be taken!!! Three absences will lead to a reduction of your final grade.  Five or more absences will lead to a reduction in y our final grade.
4)  A Note on Plagiarism:  Plagiarism is defined by the American College Dictionary as "...copying or imitating the language, ideas, and thoughts of another author and passing off the same as one's original work."  Plagiarism is clear grounds for dismissal from Bergen Community College.  If you are in doubt about the definition and seriousness of plagiarism, check with the college hand book or see the instructor.  The responsibility in this matter is solely that of the student. Disclaiming intent to plagiarize is not a valid defense.

5)  The Honor System: Any one receiving or giving answers or talking during any examination or test given during class will receive a ZERO for that assignment and will receive a (F) for a final course grade.

6)  Respect:  The relationship established by the instructor and the student is very special in encouraging educational development.  I offer respect to my students and I expect the same in return. Students should reframe from talking while the lecture is taking place.  If you have a question, of course you may ask it.  However, rude behavior will not be tolerated at any time during lectures or discussions.  
NO Cell Phones and No text messaging!
Class Expectations:

The following will be required of you while taking this class:

A) Midterm
(3/26/2009)


 
200 pts
B) Weekly quizzes




100 pts

C) One class presentation



100 pts

D) Final Examination (5/7/2009)


300 pts

E) Take Home Essay (4/14/2009)                     
100 pts

            



​​​​​​____________________________

Total points              800 pts
A&D)
The Midterm (200 points) and the Final (300 points) will be multiple choice and essay in format.  The final exam will cover all chapters. Unit topics/questions are provided at the end of each topic in the syllabus.  These unit topics/questions will help you with your studies especially the weekly quizzes.  The chapter summaries, available online, are also helpful study guides.
B)
Weekly quizzes (Thursdays) will be given to test your knowledge of material covered in previous classes.  Quizzes will be given at the end of class. There will be 5 quizzes each is worth 20 points for a total of 100 points.  There are no make up quizzes!
C)
Each student is to give a 15-20 presentation on one of the topics given on page (8) of the syllabus.  One topic per student!  Students may use power point or any other medium.

E)
Students are to select one topic and prepare a type written response.  Directions and topics are provided on page (8) of this syllabus.

COURSE SCHEDULE:
Dates

Reading


Topic
Democracy and the Constitution

Constitutionalism means that those who exercise governmental power are restricted by a higher law, a constitution, which legally establishes government authority. The U.S. Constitution is the supreme law of the land.
2/24

Chapter 1


Introduction and the Five Principles of Politics 
Discussion Questions: Who governs and to what ends? Why study American government? What is political science?
2/26; 3/3
Chapter 2


Constructing a Government: The Founding and the
 Constitution 

Discussion Questions: Is the view of human nature espoused in The Federalist (and by Madison in particular) an accurate one? How committed were the

Founders to the idea of democracy? What role did the experience of state constitution building have on the framers? What was Madison’s major defense of

the separation of powers? What is a faction? How do factions arise? Why are they “adverse to the common good”?
3/5

Chapter 3


Federalism and the Separation of Powers (quiz 3/5)
Discussion Questions: How has the relationship between the states and the federal government changed from that envisioned by the Founders? What are some of the costs/benefits of current attempts to return more autonomy to state and local governments? How would the Founders respond to this trend? What

is devolution?
Political Process and Activity
People strive for power – to get the most of what there is to get” Harold Lasswell

3/10; 3/12
Chapter 9


Public Opinion and Media (quiz 3/12)
Discussion Questions: Is low voter turnout in the United States a serious problem? How important is money in the electoral process? What reforms should be made to the current electoral system? What is ideology? Are college students typically more liberal or more conservative?
SPRING BREAK    March 16-March 21

3/24

Chapter 11& 12

Political Parties and Groups
Discussion Questions: How strong are political parties in the United States? How powerful are interest groups in the political system? What is pluralism? Why do

third party candidates have difficulty winning office in the United States? What role do the media play in American politics? Is the media biased? How has

negative advertising impacted American politics?
3/26

Midterm:  (Chapters 1, 2, 3, 9, 11, and 12)
3/31

Chapter 10


Elections 






Discussion Questions: How are candidates selected to 
run for office? What role is played by party o



organizations, PAC’s and money generally in 
campaigns? What role do these groups play in the electoral process? Should the current campaign system be overhauled and reformed? What lessons did we learn from the 2008 presidential election?
4/2

Chapter 13 


Public Policy
 (quiz 4/2)
Discussion Questions: What is the process of policymaking? What are some models of public policy making?
Political Institutions
Authority is the expected and legitimate possession of power”  Harold Lasswell
4/7

Chapter 5


Congress: The First Branch 
Discussion Questions: To what extent does Congress represent the public interest as opposed to special or particular interests? What is representation? Should members of congress be trustees or delegates? What is incumbency? Why do incumbents have such an overwhelming advantage in congressional elections?
4/9

Chapter 5, 6&7

Congress/the Presidency (quiz 4/9)
4/14

Chapter 6


The Presidency
Take Home Essay is Due                         

 


Discussion Questions: What is the Electoral College? 

What are some of the ways to reform the Electoral College system? What are the sources of presidential power? Is the American president “powerful”? What presidents receive the highest rankings from presidential historians? Is George W. Bush an

effective president? How will George W. Bush be ranked?  What are some of the challenges facing President Obama?
Policy and Citizens Rights and liberties
Everything I did in my life that was worthwhile I caught hell for” Earl Warren

"The United States has been called the melting pot of the world. But it seems to me that the coloured man either missed getting into the pot or he got melted down." Thurgood Marshall
4/16

Chapter 8 


The Federal Courts: Structure and Strategies






Discussion Questions: What are the differences

between judicial activism and judicial restraint? Is judicial activism consistent with the intentions of the

Founders? What is the difference between strict and loose constructionist? Do the courts make public policy? Should they?

4/21 

Chapter 4


Civil Liberties and Civil Rights 






Discussion Questions: Describe types of speech that 

are not protected by the First Amendment. Should speech that is considered offensive by some groups

be banned? Should college campuses enforce restrictions against certain types of speech in the classroom? Outside of the classroom? What does the

development of the Internet mean for issues of free speech? What is the Patriot Act? Is the Patriot Act effective public policy? What are the major court cases

dealing with abortion policy in the United States?

4/23

Chapter 4


Civil Liberties and Civil Rights (quiz 4/23)






Discussion Questions: Did you think your rights were 







universal? Are you surprised by how some of your 







rights developed? Are you surprised by the limitations?
Foreign Policy
To maintain this position of disparity (U.S. economic-military supremacy)... we will have to dispense with all sentimentality and day-dreaming.... We should cease to talk about vague and... unreal objectives such as human rights, the raising of the living standard and democratization. The day is not far off when we are going to have to deal in straight power concepts.... The less we are then hampered by idealistic slogans, the better." 
George Kennan
4/28

Chapter 14

Foreign Policy 





Discussion Questions: What role should the U.S play in the 





world? What is,and what should be, our relationship with the 





United Nations?
4/30

Chapter 14

Foreign Policy and Democracy and Conclusion (quiz 4/30)
5/5

All Chapters

Review and conclusion





Discussion Questions: Would reforms in the constitutional 




system produce better governance in the United States? What 




are the big issues for the next decade in American politics?
5/7

Final Examination:  (ALL Chapters)
Take home essay

Select one (1) of the five questions to answer for the take home essay assignment.  The essay must be 3 to 5 pages doubled spaced using APA or MLA style manuals. Citation guides for APA and MLA are available at the Bergen Community College Library at:  http://www.bergen.edu/pages/2306.asp
Use sources from the textbook, newspapers, journals, books and other valid research sources.
1. How do Americans compare to other nations on opinions about government issues?  What, do you believe, causes such wide variations between the United States and other western nations?
2. Why is the power to persuade identified as the most powerful tool exercised by a president?  Identify four uses for presidential persuasion power.
3. Identify the four civil rights amendments as well as their contributions to changing civil rights in the nation.
4. What responsibility does the US government have to the poor?  Are the opportunities provided for the poor in the American system sufficient to justify the responsibilities they are expected to live up to?  Do you think it good or bad that the United States government provides fewer benefits for the poor than comparable western democracies?
5. Discuss the burden of the national debt, the many bailouts and the factors to be considered in repayment of this debt.

Presentation topics

Below are topics for your 15-20 presentation

· The politics of Abortion

· Protection of civil rights

· American foreign policy and terrorism

· Presidential power

· Congressional power
· The Supreme Court and democracy

· Constitutional interpretation
· The Electoral college

· Racism in America

· Sexism in America

· Technology and the media

· The role of the news in America politics

· Capitalism and socialism which is better?

· Education and democracy

· Our party conventions relevant?
