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Dr Ron Milon is the Vice President of Continuing Education and Outreach at Bergen Community 
College. Most recently Dr. Milon was the Director of BCC's new Meadowlands campus of 
Bergen Community College in New Jersey (2008-2010).  Prior to that position Milon was the 
Dean of the Business and Technology at DeVry College of New York.  He received his B.S. degree 
in History and Political Science from SUNY College at Brockport (1987), his first M.A. degree in 
History from the University of Buffalo (1989), his second M.A. degree in Political Science from 
the New School University (1995) and his third masters (MAIA) in International Affairs from the 
New School University (1995). From 1989 – 1992 Mr. Milon was a Ralph Bunche Fellow on the 
United Nations.  Dr. Milon received his  Ph.D. in Adult Education and post secondary education 
from Capella University  in 2006.  
  
Course Description: International Relations is an examination of the basic elements and 
processes of the modern nation-state system.  Political power, nationalism, diplomacy, 
international law, international organization, balance-of-power strategies, imperialism, 
regionalism, polycentrism, and current world issues are analyzed. 3 lectures, 3 credits  
 
General Education Course – Social Science Elective  
 
Textbook: John T. Rourke and Mark A. Boyer, International Politics on the World Stage, Brief, 
latest Edition, Dushkin,. 
 
The New York Times-Online: www.nytimes.com   
 
Other materials will be provided by the instructor. 
 
Student Learning Objectives: (See Appendix IV on why to study International Relations) 
 
1.  Identify the basic concepts, structures and procedures of the modern international 

system. 
2.  Relate historical and contemporary factors to the international political system. 
3.  Distinguish between the interests of nation-states and supranational organizations. 
4.  Identify the various methods of pursuing interests: war, diplomacy, competition and  

cooperation and critically review and evaluate these means 
5.  Identify the increasing role of world economic relationships in the exercise of power 

and pursuit of interest. 
6.  Critically review these contemporary factors and synthesize the major patterns. 
 

http://www.nytimes.com/
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In pursuit of the foregoing goals, the course is based on the reading and analysis of required 
texts, contemporary newspapers and other media sources. Students are given the opportunity 
and are encouraged to participate actively in class discussions; and students are required to do 
a substantial amount of expository and critical writing in response to the material presented in 
the course. 
 
Writing and Critical Thinking Assignment:  Because POL-102 is a General Education course, it 
requires students to complete a variety of critical thinking and writing assignments. These 
assignments may include class discussions and debates requiring the application of critical 
thinking skills, short in-class essays, out-of-class writing projects (journals, research papers, 
argument-analysis papers, book reviews, etc.), tests and examinations containing essay 
components, and so forth. Instructors will respond to and comment on students' writing in 
detail. 
 
Assignments and Grading: Your final grade will be determined by the following assignments: 
 

¶ 2 Exams    300 points 

¶ 3  Essays    300 points 

¶ Group Presentation        100 points 

¶ Attendance and Participation  50 points 
___________________________________________ 
Total     750 Points 

 
Grade     Point Range 

A 750- 

B 629-565 

C 564-500 

D 449-420 

F 419 and below 

 
 
A) The Exams: The Midterm (100 points) and the Final (200 points) will be multiple choice 

and essay in format.  The final exam will cover all chapters. Sample questions will be 
provided by the professor.  These questions will help you with your studies especially 
the weekly quizzes. 
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B) The Essays: There will be 3 short (2-3 pages) assignments.  The first will be a policy 
paper, the second an issue paper (i.e.: Aids, human rights, nuclear weapons, oil, 
terrorism), and the final paper will be on the current global structure.  Appendix 1 
contains additional information of the paper requirements. 

 
C) Group Presentation: A group of four or five students makes a 20-minute in-class 

presentation on special issues concerning global politics throughout the semester. See 
Appendix 2 for the process. Students are expected to (a) do research in preparation for 
the presentation, (b) prepare and implement a 20-minute presentation, (c) turn in the 
presentation materials including sources, and (d) each turn in a two-page summary of 
your individual learning experience from and contribution to the project, and of group 
dynamics. Free-riders are “booted off the island.” 

 
D) Attendance Policy:  All students are expected to attend punctually every scheduled 

 meeting of each course in which they are registered. Attendance will be kept by the 
instructor for administrative and counseling purposes. It is expected that students will 
attend all class meetings.   If a student misses more than three weeks worth of classes 
throughout the semester he/she will not pass the course.  For example, if the course 
meets twice a week, no more than six absences are tolerated, for any reason.  The 
student will not pass the course for reasons of absence alone.  For a course that meets 
once a week, the maximum number of absences tolerated is three. Three latenesses 
equal one absence; classes when tests are held are included as classes.  Illness, 
accidents and business emergencies sometimes occur; therefore it behooves everyone 
to anticipate these emergencies by being in class routinely. Look upon absences as 
your sick days and personal days on a job: use them when necessary; take too many and 
you lose the job!  (If you are late be sure to see the Professor that class lest it be 
counted as an absence.) 

 
 
THE PHILOSOPHY OF THE INSTRUCTOR: 
 
[General Philosophy]   See me to discuss what action we can take if you are having problems.  I 
am here to help you, so please see me before little problems become BIG ones.  [Specific 
Regulations] 
 

¶ You are expected to have the assigned readings completed on the date the topic will be 
discussed. 
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¶ I am VERY STRICT about make up exams.  You must have a legitimate excuse (such as 
Medical). 

 

¶ A Note on Plagiarism:  Plagiarism is defined by the American College Dictionary as 
"...copying or imitating the language, ideas, and thoughts of another author and passing 
off the same as one's original work."  Plagiarism is clear grounds for dismissal from 
Bergen Community College.  If you are in doubt about the definition and seriousness of 
plagiarism, check with the college hand book or see the instructor.  The responsibility in 
this matter is solely that of the student. Disclaiming intent to plagiarize is not a valid 
defense. 

¶ The Honor System: Any one receiving or giving answers or talking during any 
examination or test given during class will receive a ZERO for that assignment and will 
receive a (F) for a final course grade. 

¶ Respect:  The relationship established by the instructor and the student is very special in 
encouraging educational development.  I offer respect to my students and I expect the 
same in return. Students should reframe from talking while the lecture is taking place.  If 
you have a question, of course you may ask it.  However, rude behavior will not be 
tolerated at any time during lectures or discussions.   

 
 

NO CELL PHONES AND NO TEXT MESSAGING! 
 
 
COURSE SCHEDULE: 
 
***Chapters unless other indicated are from the Rourke and Boyer book*** 
 

Date Topic Discussion Assignment/Reading 

1/24 Introduction 

How to study 
International Relations 
and World Politics 

  

Chs 1 and 3  

1/31 Theories   
-  POWER is the main focus of 
Political Science 
-  Scope of world politics 

Chs 1 and 3  
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-  Frameworks of analysis: 
levels of analysis: system, 
state, individual 
-  Approaches to 
understanding:  Realism, 
Idealism, Economics 
(Marxism), and Scientific. 
  

2/7  Theories Application of theories Ch 2 

2/14 
The Nation State 

and levels of 
analysis  

Evolving patterns: tribes>city-
states>empires>feudalism>  
 
nation-states>world-state?  
-     Neo-Nationalism and 
Tribalism: 
-     Micro-states: Nevis-St. 
Kitts and Bosnia for example  

  

 Chs 2 & 4 

2/21  The Nation State 

-What makes a “country”? 
-The Nation-State: the modern 
framework of political 
organization.       
-Sovereignty:  the ultimate 
claim. 
-Territory, Population, 
Recognition, Government, 
Popular support 
-National Interest 
-How is state power 
organized: authoritarian or 
democratic? 

Ch 6  
 

Paper 1 is due 

2/28  Transnationalism 

 Can we live in anarchy and 
isolation?  
-  Some challenges: 
globalization of the economy, 
religion, ideology  
-  Culture: McWorld v. Jihad 

Chs 5 & 7  
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-Structure of Internationalism: 
-European Union 
-United Nations 

3/7 
National Power and 

Diplomacy  

 -  National Power: 
multidimensional and relative 
-  Diplomacy: "Going abroad to 
lie for one's country"? 
-  Achieving goals through 
non-violent means: one end of  
   Von Clausewitz's continuum 
-  Conduct of diplomacy: 
traditional, parliamentary, 
summitry 
-  Language and Protocol  
 

Ch. 8   

3/14 Midterm   
 

3/21 
SPRING BREAK NO 

CLASSES 
    

3/28 International law  

 -Is there a “higher law”? 
-Does a country have the right 
to control its own people and 
resources? 
-If an American commits a 
crime who should try 
him/her?  Should there be a 
world criminal court? 

Ch. 9  
 

Paper 2 is due 

4/4 
The Security 

Problem  

 - War 
- Force, options, 
“continuum” of von Clausewitz 
- Scope 
- Conventional, NBC 
- Terrorism 
- Collective Security 
- Arms control: Nuclear 
Test Ban Treaty, Land Mine 
Treaty 
- Pacifism 

Ch. 10  
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4/11 
 Economics and 
World Politics 

 -  North and South: EDCs, 
LDCs, MNCs 
-  Globalization of the world 
economy 
-  North-North relations:  trade 
and competition, WTO, tariffs, 
balance of trade 
 -  North-South 
relations:  Rich Nations and 
Poor Nations, LDCs, "3rd 
World", NICs 
 -  IMF, World Bank 

Chs 11 and 12  

4/18 
World Economic 

Relations  
    

4/25 
Group 

Presentations 
    

5/2 
 Group 

Presentations and 
Exam Review 

   Final paper due 

5/9 Final Examination  
 

Final Examination   
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Appendix I 
 

Group Presentation 
 

A group of four or five students makes a 20-minute in-class presentation on special issues 
concerning global politics throughout the semester. The students are expected to  
 
(a) Complete research in preparation for the presentation,  
(b) Prepare and implement a 20-minute  presentation,  
(c) Turn in the presentation materials including sources, and  
(d) Turn in a two-page summary of your individual learning experience from and contribution to 
the project, and of group dynamics. Free-riders are “booted off the island.” 
 

Suggestive Topics 
 

¶ International Politics of the nuclear dilemma 

¶ Nationalism 

¶ The role of the United Nations in global politics 

¶ The Role of Technology in International Relations 

¶ The role of Asia in the global politics 

¶ The future of Africa in the world community 

¶ The role of the United States in the current global order 

¶ State Death and State Birth 

¶ Categories of Modern Political Regimes 

¶ The European Union 

¶ Foreign Policy Decision-Making 

¶ Human Rights and Advocacy Networks 

¶ Global Environmental Politics 

¶ The future of International Politics 

¶ Religion and International Politics 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
POL 102  Page 10    
Dr. Ronald A. Milon  Spring 2011    

 

Appendix II 
 

Paper Assignments 
 

Each student is to complete three short paper assignments.  All papers are to be typed, double 
spaced, with ½ margins, 2-3 full pages, 12 font, with sources listed in MLA or APA format. 
Emailed assignments will not be accepted. 
 
Here is some important advice: 
 
1.Be sure you understand what the assignment asks you to do. Do not simply assume you know 
what is being asked of you. 
 
2. Read the assignment a second time. Study it. Think about it. The chances are high that you 
misunderstood it the first time, or that you missed part of what the assignment was driving at. 
Time spent studying the question being asked is very seldom wasted. 
 
3. Do what the assignment asks. An assignment is not a general "hunting license." It has an 
objective and requests something specific. Do not write about whatever you feel like, or about 
what you think the instructor should have asked. Write about what he has actually asked. 
 
4. Do everything the assignment asks. The conjunction "and" means you have to do everything 
listed. Doing one part of the assignment very well will not make up for not doing another part 
at all. 
 
5. Think through your answer. What will your position be? What will your answer be? What 
arguments will you need to make? What counter-arguments do you need to anticipate? What 
evidence do you need to present? 
Equally important, what arguments and pieces of evidence are unnecessary, given the question 
asked and the overall design of your answer? A paper is not simply a concatenation of facts or a 
listing of everything you know: it is a marshalling of ideas and material to make a specific point. 
 
6. Outline your answer. Before you begin to write your answer, make a list of the points you will 
make and the order in which you will make them. Each of these points should, in general, be a 
paragraph in your paper. 
 
7. Observe the length limits on the assignment. Can you write the paper you have just outlined 
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without violating the length limit? If not, think carefully about what points are necessary and 
what points are superfluous to your answer. Then rewrite your outline. 
 
8. Do not begin to write your paper until you have done all of the above. 
 
9. Write carefully. Stick to your outline. Do not go off on tangents. Observe the rules of 
grammar. Make sure the words you use have the meaning you want. Don't use big words in an 
effort to impress. Use them only if they have a different, more appropriate meaning than a 
smaller word. Spell correctly -- if you have any doubt, check the word 
in the dictionary. Do not be lazy. 
 
10. Revise your paper. Is your answer convincing? Read the assignment again. Does your paper 
answer the question posed in the assignment? Have you included all the arguments and 
evidence necessary? Is everything you have included necessary, or could items be cut without 
weakening your answer? Have you remained within the length limits? Are your arguments and 
evidence presented in an optimal sequence, or would they be stronger and clearer if presented 
in a different order? Are there grammatical mistakes? Are some sentences too long or 
awkward? Are some words wrong? Do not be afraid to make changes. 
 
11. Proofread your final paper. Correct all typing errors. 
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APPENDIX I 
 

Paper 1: (Due: February 21, 2011) Policy Paper For this assignment each student is to select a 
county (Not the United States) and create a policy paper.  The paper should give a brief 
strategic position and overview of the country in global policy and provide its official view on 
the following issues: 
  

¶ The role of the UN 

¶ Human rights 

¶ Democracy 

¶ Economics 

¶ The environment 

¶ Nuclear weapons and any other issues specific to that county 
 
 
Paper 2: (Due: March 28, 2011) Issue Paper For this assignment select a global topic and issue 
and provide a 2-3 summary paper on the topic and the pro and con sides relating to it.  Topics 
MUST have a global reach. 
 
 
Paper 3: (Due: May 2, 2011) Current global order Given your study of the theoretical paradigms 
in this class which theoretical framework do you feel best describes our current political and 
economic order?  How well does this framework analysis high and low priority political topics?   
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APPENDIX II 

 
Why Study International Relations? 

 
These are exciting and troubling times to study global politics. The world has entered a 
period of dramatic and confusing change. Many of the institutions that shaped and 
regulated our world's political life are undergoing rapid evolution or decay, and new 
institutions are emerging equally quickly. Events such as the September 11, 2001 
terrorist attack on the World Trade Center and the Pentagon raise concerns about the 
violent nature of global politics -- even while the globalization of the world's economy 
accelerates and international cooperation to solve emerging global problems continues 
to increase.  
 
We are witnessing the sudden and still uncertain transformation of a system of 
international politics that originally emerged in Europe in the sixteenth and seventeenth 
centuries in response to the collapse of medieval order. This "Westphalian system" of 
world politics, organized around sovereign states, evolved in the eighteenth century to 
cope with the rise of democracy and in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries to 
accommodate industrialization and the rise of nationalism. Today, however, another 
revolution appears to be in process. Armed with greater education, with new ways of 
defining their identity, and with new ways of viewing their world -- and empowered with 
new tools, like computers, the internet, and cellular telephones, for analyzing and 
sharing ideas and data -- individuals are finding new ways to organize and to achieve 
their goals. Many of these changes permit ordinary people to question authority and, for 
better or worse, to resist hierarchical institutions that attempt to control their behavior 
and impose order on political, economic, and social interaction. Paralleling this 
institutional shift is a transformation in the global agenda and in the meaning of 
"security." Issues like crime, disease, human rights, economic development, and 
environmental protection increasingly span national borders and compete for 
international attention along side more traditional issues like war and peace. And 
competing conceptions of identity -- along ethnic, gender, and cultural lines -- create 
new cleavages in global politics, vying with those based on citizenship or national 
identity.  
 
Thus in today's world, three sets of fundamental questions about global politics have 
simultaneously been reopened. First, questions of what "security" means and what 
institutions will be responsible for providing it -- questions that were resolved in the 
seventeenth century by the development of the "state" -- are again being debated. 
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Second, the central political question of the eighteenth century -- how to create 
democratic political institutions that empower individuals and yet permit the 
achievement of collective purposes -- is back. And third, the question of "who we are" -- 
that is, the issue of identity -- which bedeviled the nineteenth and twentieth centuries 
has returned with a vengeance. Whether the twenty-first century is an age of 
unprecedented human achievement or a dark interregnum depends in no small 
measure on the answers we can construct to these questions.  
 
Ultimately, of course, this is why it is so exciting to study international relations today. It 
is not simply that change is all around us. It is that we can influence, if not completely 
control, that change, and by doing so move the world down different, hopefully better, 
paths.  
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